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The Prophet g4 said:
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“Verily, deeds are only with intentions and every person will have only what they
intended. Whoever emigrated to Allah and His Messenger, his emigration is for Allah
and His Messenger. Whoever emigrated to get something in the world or to marry a

woman, his emigration is for that to which he emigrated.”

(Bukhari & Muslim)
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Forewords

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. May the praise of Allah, in the
highest of assemblies, and His peace, safety and security, both in this world and the next, be

on Muhammad (;i;j Sl el ‘_91;), the best of mankind and the seal of the Prophets and

Messengers.

The prophetic sayings, as well as the sayings of the earlier and latter scholars contained in
this small manual 'How To Memorize Hadith' represent a good selection of some of the
most important advices necessary for a Muslim who has a sincere intent to memorize the

Hadith of the Messenger of Allih, (;;3 Qe L),

The first chapter, 'The Virtue of Learning Hadith and Its Companions' is replete with sayings

of our beloved Prophet (,J.;j Sle @L;) which inspire and motivate a Muslim to study and

memorize Hadith, as a means to becoming a 'companion' of Hadith.

The four (4) 'Tips on Memorizing Hadith from the Salaf are essential for any Muslim who
hopes to travel the path of seeking knowledge, in general, and especially a 'companion' of

Hadith.

Every one of the '10 Personal Advices on Memorizing Hadith' - in my personal view - is an
extremely valuable piece of advice and a practical step along the road to success in seeking

knowledge, especially the first and the last of these 10 advices.

Finally, the poem of the late noble scholar, Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali b. Adam al-Ityubi

(0] «o—=,) entitled: 'Directing the Student of Hadith on How to Have its Gates Opened' is a

treasure beyond measure.

It is expected that if we act upon these advices, exert ourselves in the memorization
process, ask Allah's Help, and do all of this sincerely for the pleasure of Allah, we have a

right to hope to achieve a great success.

Indeed, success is from Allah, Alone, and we hope that He will grant success to this work
and make it a benefit to all those who read it and reward all those who have had anything

to do with its realization.
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Indeed! He, the Mighty and the Majestic, is Generous and Able to do all things!

Written by,
Abu Muhammad Abdur-Ra’uf Shakir

23rd Dhul-Qadah, 1442 AH / 3rd July 2021 CE
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It goes without saying, that memorization is a part of seeking knowledge. Understanding
and comprehension alone is not enough to master any field of knowledge. It has to be
coupled with memorization of its axioms, formulae, laws, principles, etc. This is all the
more true for the knowledge of Islam, as it is based on divine texts, which act as its

formulae and laws, and the words of which cannot be tempered with.

There are many articles and treatises out there on how to seek knowledge, but rarely will
you find anything on this important aspect of seeking knowledge: memorization — the

whys, the whens, and the hows of it.

Before you is a beneficial treatise written by our dear brother, Abu Awzaa'ee Abdus-Salaam

al-Makki, on this very topic, with the focus on the memorization of Hadith.

May Allah bless him for compiling it, and may Allah make it a source of benefit for seekers

of Islamic knowledge the world over. Amen

Written by,
Nabeel Nisar Sheikh,

Makkah, 3rd Dhil Hijjah, 1442
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Introduction

I seek assistance in every name of Allah, the Possessor of limitless mercy, the
Bestower of mercy. All praise is due to Allah. We praise him, we seek His help, we seek His
forgiveness, and we seek refuge in Allah from the evil within ourselves and our evil deeds.
Whoever Allah guides, there is none to misguide him. Whoever Allah leads astray, there is
none to guide him. I testify there is nothing worthy of worship but Allah alone, without any

partners, and that Muhammad & is His servant and His messenger. Allah Almighty said,
A R A T T R AT T I P L A
O1gadawos adalg Y (i gad Y9 LA 9o Al | 981 | gaal Gaddl Lgal b

“0O you who have faith, fear Allah as it is His right to be feared and do not die unless

you are Muslims” (3:102)
z 0ofo0”. - 7 @, @ R Y " P -2 .‘1 &, i‘.’.’
Loty A<le (IS @ Gl ALY 19 d (gl Li (311 il | g8515

“Fear Allah, from whom you ask each other, and in your family ties, for Allah is ever

watchful over you.” (4:1)
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“Fear Allah and speak words as befitting. He will amend your deeds for you and
forgive your sins. Whoever obeys Allah and His messenger has achieved a great

triumph.” (33:70-71)

The truest word is the Book of Allah and the best guidance is the guidance of
Muhammad. The evilest matters are those that are newly invented, for every newly
invented matter is an innovation. Every innovation is misguidance, and every misguidance

is in the Hellfire. To begin:

When I started my journey in acquiring Islamic knowledge, I always had a burning
desire to learn Hadith and its sciences. During those early moments, I often searched for

beneficial English resources on how to memorize Hadith but to no avail. Now that Allah has
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i)ermitted me to conduct a Hadith Program (T.me/K2K40Hadith) based on memorizing and

understanding the following Hadith texts: 40 Hadith Nawawi, Umdatul Ahkam, Bultgh al-
Maram, and Riyadh as-Salihin — may Allah place His infinite blessings in this effort and
accept from us all — I saw it as an opportune time to finally create a “How to Memorize

Hadith” manual in English.
In this summarized manual I have:

1. Relayed narrations related to the virtue of learning Hadith and its Companions. I
selected reports I believe every student of Hadith should memorize. The reader should
know that all of the statements in this section have been authenticated by at least one

reputable Hadith scholar from the past and/or the present.

2. Gathered and translated what the ancient Hadith Masters 4l a¢s =, have compiled

related to memorizing Hadith. I intentionally omitted the biographies of these great
scholars as the intent is to benefit from their words of wisdom and experiences. I
believe too much information may distract the beginner student from the purpose of

this compilation.

3. Included poetry and advices from my scholars and teachers agl 4l ,iz.

4. Added my own personal experiences and advices related to this topic.

5. Ended this manual with Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali b. Adam al-Itytibi’s </ ag=—, short
poem entitled: “Directing the Student of Hadith on How to Have its Gates Opened sl

b s Bayb oIf Egaallale LI and translated by Shaykh Aboo Shaybah Riyad bl «as.

I pray the dear reader - may Allah have mercy on us all - will find this work as a sufficient
provision and nourishment while on their journey in learning Hadith of our beloved

Messenger Ha:.

I would like to thank both Shaykh Abu Muhammad Abdur-Ra’uf Shakir and Shaykh Abu

Ishaq Nabeel Nisar Sheikh as-Sind71 4/ Legddgs I,na 4l Loalya for taking their valuable time to

review this work and offering their indispensable suggestions. May Allah accept on their


http://T.me/K2K40Hadith
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behalf and grant them and their families the loftiest Abode in Paradise without reckoning

nor punishment. Amin.

I ask Allah by all of His Beautiful Names and Perfect Attributes to make this effort sincere
for His sake alone, to accept this on my behalf, and to bless everyone who reads, listens,

and benefits from it. Amin, Ya Rabbal ‘Alamin.
sinlls sl o Lo Lo bl .. (g a5 n Lk bl g3

“May Allah reward good to those who contemplate my explanation,
Countering any unintentional mistakes with (their) pardon,
And correcting my errors with their kindness and wisdom,

As I seek Allah’s forgiveness for my negligence.”

JSsll iy s 325 cladly gl ol s eolyually alef dily
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“I only intend reform to the best of my ability. My success comes only through Allah. In Him

I trust and to Him I turn.” (11:88)

Written by the poor servant in need of his Lord’s mercy, pardon, and forgiveness,

Abu Awzaa’ee Abdus-Salaam al-Amreeki al-Makki al-Hanbali </ 434,
Umm al-Qura University, College of Shar’’ah, Makkah al-Mukarramah &/ gy~

13th of Dhul Qa’dah, 1442 corresponding to (6/23/21 C.E.)
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The Virtue of Learning Hadith and Its Companions

Allah Almighty said:
ale &0 551 158 i 0 L33 o
“...bring me a scripture "revealed” before this "Quran” or remnants of past
knowledge...” (46:4)

Matar (al-Warraq) said about, “or remnants of past knowledge” that it means,
Eaadll BG2)

“(It is) the chains of Hadith (narrations)”.1

Yazid b. Harin 4l ««=, said, “I said to Hammad b. Zayd 4t/ <=, ‘O Aba Isma’1l, did Allah

mention the Companions of Hadith in the Quran?’ He responded, ‘Of course, have you not

heard His statement,

- Y B P

R R AR AP S L I A S AT IS A P SN S S T A
(o | 9gR8ia] d8ilo ngie 48,3 US (0 A4 W eld LS [g,80] (gaeshl IS Lag
" ,’.o/ox“/’o [ £ - . J,. 08-07, P P
O9yia aglatagall 192y 13 aga g9 19yaaaly Crall

RN

“rHowever,” it is not necessary for the believers to go forth (to seek knowledge) all at

once. Only a party from each group should march forth (to seek knowledge), so that

they may enlighten their people (with the knowledge they have learned) when they

return to them, so that they "too™ may beware "of evil™.””’2 (9:122)

(Hammad then commented:)

1 “al-Madkhal”: (1) by al-Hakim and “al-Muhaddith al-Fasil Joslill &aasll”: (96) by ar-Ramahurmazi &l Legen,
with a “Hasan” chain.

2 Ibn al-Jawzi 4l <=, said the scholars of Tafsir differed over this verse’s interpretation. Is the statement,

“Only a party from each group should march forth...” a command for a group of Muslims to march forth on
an expedition? Or is it a command for a group of Muslims to travel and learn from the Prophet & then return

to their people and teach them? (Refer to: Ibn al-Jawzi’s commentary on this verse in “Zad al-Masir jiwe 1l sl
eeadill ale 87). Although both interpretations are acceptable, however I selected the second opinion to reflect
in the translation as it is most suitable for this context. Allah knows best.
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‘This is relevant to every person who travels to seek knowledge and Figh (understanding),

then returns with that knowledge teaching it to his people.”3

The Prophet g said,

z
-

o 7. . ’.Lﬁ/
Gl 919 gas 1 92ly

e

“Convey from me, even a single verse.” (Bukhari)
y )

The Prophet g said,
. o. /o’;.&/ﬂ s 27 /;,.o 2 5::. .ﬁ/ﬁo/.
&oleu (10 o291 &lro 8 (uila) ALl dlald

“So it is incumbent upon those who are present to convey it (this information) to
those who are absent, because the informed one might comprehend (what I have

said) better than those present.” (Bukhari)

Abu Hatim ar-Razi 4l <«sn, said,
2
° v g 2 0. w i ‘hl o2 o, ¢ /'ol/ }iL"’A o oI ﬂ°~.:
gnySiga*eﬂﬂmJ@@%w Jse oo Oy «Gla alall S

“Circulating knowledge is giving life to it, and conveying from the Messenger of Allah & is

a mercy which every believer holds dear to.”4

The Prophet g said,

v
24 %

2%, -2 o g °. . % g7, 278 R S 4 & . L 2 T
4837 oA (o (o] 488 Jola 8 daluy (in dladad Luan s gaw Tpal dllf s
// 4 e

~
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g - 0”7 -
- 2 .
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3 “ar-Rihlah Fi Talab al-Hadith ¢auadl (il o ds,117: (10) by al-Khatib al-Baghdadi <) «es,.

4 “Sharaf Ashab al-Hadith &uaall Glasi (éyi”: (18), by al-Khatib al-Baghdadi «i/ <es.
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“May Allah brighten the face5 of a person who hears a tradition from us and he
memorizes it until he can convey it to others. Perhaps he will convey it to one who
understands better than him, and perhaps one who conveys knowledge does not fully

understand it himself.” (Abu Dawud)
The Prophet g said,

2 . @ - 2+ 0- 7. o0- 087 PR T T F N L A T VI R A B A R S
Jouw o g Linye Linye agd | 91939 ad gadaly 1308 aladl § gallay o] 937 asadilac
o ﬁ/,:° ° _ -0 oz °o . . g““
iasale J05 Uagisl o oSS Bls a0 i ol

“People will come to you seeking knowledge. When you see them say to them,
‘Welcome, welcome,’ in obedience to the injunctions of the Messenger of Allah and
instruct them in knowledge.” (One of the narrators said) “I said to Al-Hakam: ‘What is

;_’AJEEN?’ He said: ‘Instruct them.” (Ibn Majah)é

The Prophet g2 said,

% - 2
0 « 2

] /&’q 4/0. -0 o - . .ﬁ: Wi 2. /o./
48,3 JJMI@ws‘Mﬁwjd:u@Js }(l@},.ﬁ.\
“The Ummah will split into seventy-odd sects; all of whom are in the Fire except one.”

Imam Ahmad « <es, said,

0% © 0% <% o 8 . - 0% {o}/o"'.

5 There are two possible meanings of this phrase 4/ 5. ar-Ramahurmazi <l <, stated in “al-Muhaddith al-

Fasil”: (9) that it could take the meaning of:
1. May Allah beautify and adorn 4w 4t/ 4les, OF

2. May Allah lead him to Paradise’s radiance Liall § a3 () 4l dlayf.
There is no contradiction between the two interpretations and both meanings are applicable.

6 Scholars differed over the authenticity of this Hadith and its various routes. Imam Ahmad </ <=, did not
consider this Hadith authentic due to a hidden defect in one of the chains. Refer to: V¢. :Jla, 1 L dya a9 Jla Tl
While al-Hakim (Y4A :,aiall) judged one route of the Hadith with the following wording as authentic:

6 Linamngs 88 4] gy OIS 888 1 ey Tomgs Linyo

Both adh-Dhahabi (guaill jaals) and al-Albani (YA :daa.all duula¥l dlull) came to the same conclusion. May
Allah have mercy on them all and certainly Allah knows best.
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“If they are not the Companions of Hadith, then I do not know who.””

al-Qadhi ‘Tyadh </ <ea, said, “Ahmad intended by his statement, ‘the Companions of Hadith’

(that they are) Ahl-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah and those who have the belief of Ahl-Hadith’s

methodology.”8

The Prophet g said,

“There will always remain a group of my nation who will remain upon the truth.”

Abu Hatim 4/ 4ea, said, “I heard Ahmad b. Sinan 4l «.a, say (after mentioning this Hadith):

204 o2

LU LA ‘»;J..Jl Jai ia

‘They are the People of Knowledge and the Possessors of Narrations.””?

The Prophet g said,

4 -
o -
o

uLqu‘a‘gsau\.\AﬁJAAuo’aAymyuaW
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“A group among my nation will continue to be supported, unharmed by those who fail

them until the establishment of the Hour.” (Tirmidhi, Ahmad)10

Muhammad b. Isma’il al-Bukhari </ «aa, said, “Ali b. al-Madini </ «s~, said, ‘They are the

Companions of Hadith’.”

The Prophet g said,

7 al-Hafidh ibn Hajr 4l <ss, said in “Fath al-Bari: (13/293): “The route is authentic.”
8 “Tkmal al-Mu’lim ‘;.I;u_ll JL<[": (6/305).
9 Collected by al-Asbahani 4/ <aa, with an authentic chain (Y¢1/V :daasll).

10 Tirmidhi i/ e~ graded this Hadith (2192) as: “Hasan Sahih” and al-Albani «/ <e~, graded it “Sahih” (.l
£y :aA:tA.A.A” @JB‘Y').
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- Lo _ g2

w.J.la.xlldl.;u[ngL:Jl &Jmuu‘gﬁaﬂjd&&adsuoﬂ.ﬂl ld.c'bd.ua
Otaladl Ja gl
“This knowledge will be carried by the trustworthy ones of every generation. They

will expel from it the alterations made by those going beyond bounds, the false claims

of the liars and the false interpretations of the ignorant.”1!

The Prophet gi said,
Z . . 4 . o2 AL PP g ‘o7
3o (gle Al ST Laladll 3 93 (o8 (il (019

“The closest of people to me on the Day of Resurrection are those who sent the most

blessings upon me.” (Tirmidhi)!2

al-Khatib al-Baghdadi 4l «ea, said, “Abu Nu’aym b/ <ea, said to us, ‘This noble merit is

reserved for the narrators and transmitters of narrations, because there is no group of

people among the scholars who are known to send Salah to the Messenger of Allah i

more than them.”13

The Prophet g said,

2 . 0 . 05 2 . 0 2 . ° 2 . 0 8. “0 8% . 0 ~

e&aé&wua.aé.w.\j P&aéwju‘g.’.w

“You will hear (hadith from me) and it will be heard from you, and then it will be

heard from those who heard from you.” (Ahmad, Abu Dawud)4

11 Authenticated by Imam Ahmad in “Tarikh Dimashq”: (7/39) by ibn ‘Asakir and al-Albani in “al-Miskhah”:
(248) 4l agas.

12 Tirmidhi 44/ o=, said the Hadith is “Hasan” in his “al-Jami”: (484). al-Albani «/ «=—, originally graded this

Hadith to be weak, but after researched, he changed his grading to “Hasan” due to other narrations. Refer to:
“Sahih at-Targhib ¢ il aas”: (1668) and “Sahth al-Mawarid s)lsell s (2327).

13 “Sharaf Ashab al-Hadith”: (59).

14 Authenticated by al-Hakim (328) and affirmed by adh-Dhahabi (go—ai !l s~al %), Ibn Hajr said it has an
authentic chain (VM ./\ :5Lulll). Graded “Hasan” by al-Albani (\VA¢ :dauaall eunla¥ 1l dlly).
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Tips on Memorizing Hadith from the Salaf

al-Khatib al-Baghdadi 4l ««—=, wrote in his book, “al-Jami li-Ahkam ar-Rawi wa Adab as-

Sami’ galuall Clsls §shil alSaY @alall: (1771-1783),

1. It is essential for the intention of the student in memorizing (knowledge) to be:
(A.) desiring Allah’s Face the Almighty, and (B.) offering Nasithah (pure sincere

advice) towards the Muslims when presenting and clarifying the (Sunnah).

Ibn Abbas Legic atl s, said:

Lol ‘. ’}QI’.’,O/L;ZI
Gai Had ole o)l Ladasy L)

“Certainly a person will only memorize based on the extent of his intentions.”
’Ali b. al-Madini 4t/ «es, said: As I bade farewell to Sufyan 4/ <es,, he said:
o, . ° o 8. -, *i “ :o’ T AL I - ‘7'. ‘{i P 0 £9 ‘- ol . :&. %
“You will be unequivocally tested in this affair (of knowledge), and the people will be in
definite need of you, so observe Tagwa of Allah and correct your intentions.”

Ibrahim b. Yahya b. Sa’id 4t/ <««a, narrated that after the death of Abu Asim an-Nabil &/ <ax,

he saw (Abu Asim) in his dream and asked, “What did Allah do with you”?

(Abu Asim) responded, “(Allah) forgave me.” He then asked, “How are my narrations with
you all?” I responded, “Whenever we say ‘Abu Asim (narrated to us...)’ there is no one who

rejects it (alleging it as a weak chain).”

(Abu Asim) remained quite. He then came to me and said,
o (@, ol T ﬂ‘i 1 02 /‘1.

“People are given (amounts of knowledge) based off of their intentions.”
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2. It is paramount for the student to steer clear of committing sins and falling into

prohibited affairs?5.

Yahya b. Yahya 4l s~ said: “A man asked (Imam) Malik b. Anas 4l <s~,: ‘O Aba Abdillah, is

there anything that is suitable for memorization?’ (Imam Malik) responded,
A “ ”’0/1’{
“If there was anything, then it would be abandoning sins.”

Bishr b. al-Harith 4/ s~ said,

“If you desire to teach knowledge, then do not disobey (Allah).”

Al b. Khashram 4/ <=, said, “I asked Wak?’ 4/ «o=,: ‘O Aba Sufyan, do you know anything
(to assist with) memorizing?’ He said,

”o/

“Abandoning sins assists in memorization.”

Abu Talib Yahya b. Alf <l <., recited,

s Badl 55 ) o T L s 50, 55 ) K0

&

3208 g u A0 0 SIS
wole S0 ¥ Al Juass .. Mlm L JG;

-~

“I complained to Wakee’ about my poor memory, So he directed me to abandon sins.

He said: ‘Memorizing is a bounty (of Allah), and Allah’s bounty is not acquired by the

disobedient.”

15 Allah Almighty said in His Book, e e
df asalaryy &l | g8
“So observe Taqwa of Allah; and Allah teaches you.” (2:282)
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Ibn Mas’id e atl s, said,
/’,o/u; :OL‘/O °| - °. ’ﬂ@lgzogj %I
L@-'-‘*-’r!“-‘-‘ké-’/w ﬁl’-' s o]l Goan )
“I certainly believe that a person forgets knowledge as a result of a sin he commits.”

3. (The student must) occupy himself with adherence to the commandments of the

Hadith and its implementation.

Wakee’ ail 4an, said: “Isma’1l b. Ibrahim il 4sn, used to say,

o - P2

P o . ° °, . %20 207 [~
‘We would seek assistance in memorizing Hadith through its implementation.”

al-Hasan b. Salih 4l «a~, said,
o & - “. ):o Lo ‘ﬁ.’q

“We would seek assistance in seeking Hadith through fasting.”

4. (The student must) purify his earnings, set right his nutrition, and lessen his

(intake of) food.
Abu Abdur-Rahman al-‘Umary 4/ <ea, said,
G ¥ Gl G G 5 ey sl 566 1
“When the servant is devout/Allah-fearing, he will abandon what causes him to doubt for
that which does not make him doubt.”

A man said to ‘Isa b. Maryam sl «le. “O Ruh of Allah, advise me.” He said,

o2

-2 0% 0 .. o’.°~
q\}mu.alu.g«i]fajlaﬂ

“Look at your bread; where is it from (meaning, did it come through permissible means or

not)?”
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Al-Asma’T il «an, said: “A bedouin admonished his brother saying,
A T S LT AL L SR IR T A SEPL S S IO SR IR L L%

‘O my brother, take from the worldly life that which will suffice you, desert that which will

777

oppress you, and beware gluttony/being satiated for certainly it blinds the intellect.
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Recommended Foods to Consume That Assists in Memorization 4/ sL (yl.

The general principle related to consuming food and drink is found in the Quran and the

Sunnah; Allah said:
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“Eat and drink, but do not waste/be excessive. Surely He does not like the wasteful/

those who commit excess.” (7:31)

The Prophet g stated:
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“The son of Adam cannot fill a vessel worse than his stomach, as it is enough for him

to take a few bites to straighten his back. If he must, then he may fill a third of it with

food, a third of it with drink, and a third of it (empty for) his breath.” (Tirmidhi)

The Salaf, based off of their experiences, noticed there were certain types of foods that
assisted them in memorizing Hadith which they then advised their students to consume. al-
Khatib al-Baghdadi «i/ <«~, mentioned a few in his book: “al-Jami’ li-Akhlaq ar-Rawi g—sl=t!

Sslll BIAY” (1786-1797):
az-Zuhri il «sa, said: “Consume honey for it is good for memorizing.”

He also said: “Whoever is delighted with memorizing Hadith, then let him eat raisins.”

Alf < 4l o, said: “Consume sweet pomegranates as it certainly cleanses the stomach.”

Abdullah b. Ja’far &/ e, said: “A man came to Ali b. Abi Talib «ic &l s, and complained

to him about forgetfulness, so he said: ‘Consume cow’s milk as it enlivens the heart and

removes poor memory.”
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There may be other foods - that have been proved through trial and error - which are
confirmed to assist in improving the memory!6. Ultimately, we should realize that Allah is
the only reason for our success and that these means will not work unless He Wills. Our

complete reliance should be in Allah alone.

16 For example: green, leafy vegetables, fatty fish due to their omega-3 fatty acids, berries, tea and coffee, and
walnuts, etc., and Allah knows best.
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Studying at Night and Reciting Audibly

al-Khatib al-Baghdadi 4t/ s~ related the following narrations!7:

Abu Hurayrah «e 4l o5, said,
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“I portion my nights into three: I pray for a third, I sleep for a third, and a third for when I

review the Hadith of Allah’s Messenger gi.”

al-Mundhir said to an-Nu’'man (his son) 4/ Leges,: “O my dear child, I love for you to look at

the etiquette of night, as the heart during the day is busied, but at night it is tranquil. Every

time you fill your vessel (i.e., fill your heart) with knowledge at night, it remains therein.”

The Salaf favored studying at night due to the heart being free of thoughts; an

unoccupied heart hastens memorization.

Ibrahim b. Abdur-Rahman 4/ ««=, said, “It was said to Hammad b. Zayd 4l <« ,: ‘What is

g 25,
the greatest assistance in memorizing?’ He replied: aall 413 ‘Less stress.”

Less stress cannot occur except through isolation and emptying the heart; the night is

the best time for that.

Ahmad b. Wadih 4l ««~, said, “I heard Abu Mas’tidd Ahmad b. al-Farrat 4l <=, say: ‘We still

hear our scholars mentioning tips about memorizing. They all agreed that there is nothing
more impactful than constant gazing (at the text) and memorizing mostly during the night

over the day.”

And he said: “I heard Isma’ll b. Abi Ways 4l <., saying, ‘If you intend to memorize

something then: sleep, wake up in the early morning (before Fajr), light a lamp, look at the

7

text (i.e. commence your memorization), and you won'’t forget - if Allah wills.

17 “al-Jami’ 1i-Akhlaq ar-Rawi”:(1798-1804).
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It is desirable for one who reads his book (with the intent of memorizing) to read

audibly to the extent that he hears himself.

az-Zubayr al-Bakkar 4l <~ said, “My father entered while I was reading from my book

silently to myself, and he said to me: ‘You will have of this narration (depending on) what
your sight conveys to your heart. So if you want (to memorize) the narration, then do so by
looking at it while reciting audibly. That will cause your sight and hearing to direct (the

)

narration) into your heart.

A beneficial tip I would like to add: before going to sleep, be sure to read the Hadith you
would like to memorize vociferously multiple times without mistakes. The intent here is to
simply read fluently. Once you wake up in the morning, the text will become easy to

memorize 4l L& ).
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Repeating From The Heart
al-Khatib al-Baghdadi 4l «s~, related?8:

‘Algamah il «as, stated,
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“Extend your mentioning of Hadith.”

Sufyan 4/ <, said,
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“Make the Hadith (of the Prophet £i) the discussion in your souls and the thoughts of your

hearts which you have memorized.”

Muhammad b. al-Qasim b. Khallad 4/ ««, said, “It was said: ‘Safeguarding what is already

in a person’s chest is more essential than (memorizing something new) in one’s book. A
letter you have memorized in your heart is more beneficial than a thousand Hadith in your

book.”

Ahmad b. Yahya «il <o, said, “It was said to al-Asma’l 4/ «=—,: ‘How do did you memorize

when your companions have forgot?” He replied: ‘1 studied (reviewed) whilst they

abandoned (that).”

18 “al-Jami’ li-Akhlaq ar-Rawi”: (1805-1809).
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Revising Hadith With The General Folk

al-Khatib al-Baghdadi 4l «s~, related?:

Ishaq b. Rahawayh 4/ <, said, “I asked Wak? </ <, about a person who seeks knowledge

and from his intentions is to revise and convey it to others, or something along the likes, is

there anything wrong with that? So he said, ‘No my nephew, Sufyan 4/ <+« narrated to us

that Habib b. Ab1 Thabit 4/ 4aa, said,
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“We started to seek this knowledge while not having any intentions, then the intentions and
actions came after.”

Abu Sa’id 4/ 4.a, said,
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“Relay Hadith for certainly doing so incites more Hadith (to narrate, memorize and recall).”

‘Algamah il <as, said,
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“Review Hadith with each other for certainly giving life to it is through mentioning it.”

Ibrahim an-Nakha'T <0/ <« said,
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19 “al-Jami’ 1i-Akhlaq ar-Rawi”:(1811-1816).
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““Whoever is delighted with memorizing Hadith, then let him narrate it, even if he must do
so to those who have no desire for it. If he carries that out, the Hadith will become like a

book in his chest.20”

Ibrahim an-Nakha'T «i/ <« said,

22
WL o

;
2400 - ‘af.°~/y’°/z°. . 0 L°% 0. L% <o /°| }“.I

o 2 . % 202
Ao ) oia gy Y (e dicg dagildy (e die Saaall S5

- )

\

£

Lalal &

“Mention Hadith to both those who desire (to hear it) and those who do not. (Do this) until
you have repeated it often for memorization, then you will memorize it as if it is in front

”

you.

Ibn Shihab 4l «+~, said that he would hear knowledge from ‘Urwah 4t/ ««~, and others. He

would then goto a servant-girl of his who was sleeping and wake her up saying, “Listen (to
this): ‘So and so narrated such and such... (he read chains of hadith)””. She said, “What do
I have to do with this Hadith?” He replied, “I certainly know you would not benefit from

this, however, you've already heard it and I (simply) wanted to revise it.”

20 Meaning, and Allah knows best, it will be firmly established in his memory and he will be able to recite it as
if he is reading from a book.



How To Memorize Hadith -27 -
Revising Hadith With Your Peers

al-Khatib al-Baghdadi 4t/ «s~, related?2!:

Muslim b. al-Batin 4l <o, said, “I saw Abu Yahya al-Araj 4l <o, - who was knowledgeable

of the Hadith of Ibn Abbas Legi < 4l &, - gather with Sa’id b. Jubayr 4l ««=, in Kafa’s

masjid and they were reviewing Ibn Abbas’ Hadith together.”

Yazid b. Abi Ziyad 4/ ««=, said, “Ibn Abi Layla and Abdullah b. Shaddad met and reviewed
Hadith together. I then heard one say to the other,
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‘May Allah have mercy on you, for perhaps you have revived a Hadith in my chest that

vanished.”

Sa’ld b. Abdil-Aziz 4l <s~, would admonish al-Awza'Ts companions il agss, saying,
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“What is the matter with you all that you do not gather? What is the matter with you all

that you do not review together?”

al-Khalil b. Ahmad 4/ «ea said,
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“Review your knowledge and you will remember that which you possess, and you will also
benefit from that which you did not know previously.”
Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali b. Adam al-Itytibi 4ay, <l uas said in @ié 3o rb o] aladl Gdlb ol

agdlly alall O (lines 14, 15):
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21 “al-Jami’ li-Akhlaq ar-Rawi”:(1823-1826).
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“...And then memorizing what he wrote and revising it,
with his esteemed peers of sound guidance.
That is the person who will have the gates opened for him,

by his Lord, who removes all barriers.”

-28 -



How To Memorize Hadith -29 -

10 Personal Advices on Memorizing Hadith

These are ten advices and tips based on my experiences with memorizing. I've ensured to
include points that were not previously mentioned. Although these suggestions are targeted
to those with a desire to memorize Hadith, it can be applied to committing anything to

memory </ <L ;). I pray the reader will venture to implement the following and find it to

be beneficial.
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“And whoever hasn't experimented for themselves will not know its value,
Therefore attempt for yourself and you'll attest to what we have mentioned.”22

1. The Quran.

Allah Almighty described His Book as being “Mubarak” (containing consistent blessings that

increase and its “barakah” spills over onto other affairs),
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“And this "Quran” is a blessed reminder which We have revealed.” (21:50)

Having a consistent daily connection with the Quran has a magnificent impact on how

much barakah you will experience in your time and efforts when memorizing Hadith.

Ad-Diya al-Magqdisi said, “al-Imad al-Maqdisi advised me:
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“Be plentiful in your recital of the Quran and never abandon it; for it will certainly facilitate

that which you are searching depending on how much you recite.”23

Abbas b. Abdil-Dayim narrated the same statement from his scholar and added,

22 This couplet was mentioned by Imam as-San’ani 4/ <s~, in his poem about Hajj entitled: “&lSy 9 gadl oS3

23 Dhayl Tabaqgat al-Hanabilah (3/205).
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“I saw that (to be true) and I experienced that many times. Whenever I read (from the
Quran) profusely, listening and writing down many Hadith became easy for me. And (I
noticed) whenever I did not read the Quran (often), listening and writing down many

Hadith was not facilitated for me.”24
This is one of the greatest tips.
2. Less is more.

The Messenger of Allah £ said,
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“Select actions you are capable of doing.” (Muslim)

And he #% said in another narration,
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“The acts most beloved actions to Allah are those which are done continuously, even if

they are few.” (Bukhari and Muslim)
Ma’'mar £/ <.~ said,
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“Whoever seeks Hadith all in one go will have it leave him in one go. Knowledge is only

obtained by taking one or two Hadith at a time.”25

al-Khatib al-Baghadadi «i/ «.a, wrote,

24 “Dhayl Tabaqat al-Hanabilah”: (2/98).

25 “al-Jami’ li-Akhlaq ar-Rawi”: (438).
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“It is necessary for the learner to have compassion (for himself) by not overburdening his
soul more than its capacity. He should limit himself to learning (the amount that) will allow

him to retain its memorization and will become firmly rooted in his heart.”26

Shaykh Muhammad b. Alf b. Adam al-Ity(ibi <t/ ag=—=, would advise memorizing only three

Hadith per day.

Shaykh Amir Bahjat 4l «li~ says:
5% Ji
“Take less and repeat more.”

Everyone’s capabilities differ from the other, so know what is sufficient for yourself and

stick to it.
3. Memorize with understanding.

I've found one of the best ways to help in memorizing Hadith is to understand its meaning.
It doesn’t hurt to take 5 to 10 minutes out to read the explanation of what youre

memorizing for that day. Here are some guidelines when selecting an explanation:
A. Search for the best explanation recommended by scholars and specialists.

B. Attempt to find the shortest explanation possible from a reputable scholar. If the

explanation is lengthy, it will distract you from memorizing.

C. If there are any obscure wordings, known as “Gharib al-Hadith”, then the explanation
should focus on clarifying its definition while also providing a general concise
understanding of the Hadith as a whole. If not too burdensome for the memorizer, the

explanation should also include a “Benefits Derived From The Hadith” section.

After you’ve completed your memorization of the Hadith text and developed a basic
understanding from this initial explanation, that’s when you can move on to more extensive

works.

26 “al-Faqih wal-Mutafaqqgih «dicllg 4.34l1”; (879).
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Many of my teachers suggest that before you attend a class or open an explanation, try to
test your understanding of the Hadith first. After that, compare your deductions with a

scholar’s explanation. I've found this tip to be beneficial in the retention of the Hadith.
4. Repeat and review often.

Allah described only the Quran, the foundation for all knowledge, as being “easy to

remember”,
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“And We have certainly made the Quran easy to remember. So is there anyone who

will be mindful?” (54:22)

However, the Prophet & said,
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“Be committed to the Quran. By the One in whose hand is my soul, it can leave you

faster than a camel from its reins.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

If the Quran is easy to remember - yet can still leave faster than “a camel from its reins” -
then what about memorizing and preserving other types of knowledge? This shows the

importance of constant repetition and revision.

Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali b. Adam al-Itytibi 4/ age~, would say:
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“Haven't you seen the rope, with its repeated tugging,
leaving marks on a solid boulder & eventually break?”
Meaning, constantly repeat and you will obtain that which you seek.

Shaykh Amir Bahjat </ <lai~ says:
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“What is repeated often will be firmly established.”

Our scholars relay to us that some would repeat their portion 100 times from memory

before moving onto memorizing something new.27

There is a famous saying that goes,
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“Memorizing two lines is better than writing two tomes,
and better than that is revision between two.”
There are two notable lines of poetry recited by the people of knowledge:
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“Whoever acquires knowledge and reviews,
both his worldly affairs and Hereafter are rectified.
So constantly review knowledge,
as giving life to knowledge is through revision.”28

Revision also includes constant gazing at the Hadith. Imam Bukhari | ««, was asked if

there was a medicine for memorizing, and he replied,

27 Shaykh Nabeel as-Sind1 4/ <335 added that dividing your revision of the same text into two+ parts in one

day is more beneficial than reciting it all in one sitting. For example, instead of repeating 100 times in one
sitting, you should recite 50 times in the morning and 50 times in the evening. May Allah reward the Shaykh
with good for sharing this tip.

28 at-Tha’alaby attributes these lines to al-Hafidh Abul Hajjaj al-Mizzi &/ «s=.,. Refer to: Joay —é ailou¥l Catis
asiliuadly e15aY 1y o liiaall in its manuscript form found in al-Masjid al-Haram’s library, page no. 29.
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“I do not know anything more beneficial for memorizing than an intense desire (memorize)

and constant looking (at the desired text).”29

With Allah’s assistance, constant revision and looking at the text will help to cement that
knowledge into your memory. Also be sure to review from the same copy you memorized

from and never abandon it.
5. Memorize with a present heart, attentive ear and in areas without distractions.

Allah Almighty said,
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“Surely in this is a reminder for whoever has a "'mindful” heart and lends an attentive

ear.” (50:37)

al-Hasan al-BasrT </ ««~, said about this verse,
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“Listen while your heart is present. Whenever the heart is present it will certainly
understand what is being said. (However,) if the heart is absent, then it will not understand

what is being said.”30

al-Awza’t 4l «ea, said,

nﬂ/}

“Excellent attentive listening is the scholar of Hadith’s strength.”3!

To assist yourself in having a present heart, here are few things you should capitalize on:

29 “Huda as-Sari”: (488).
30 “al-Jami’ li-Akhlaq ar-Rawt”: (432).

31 “al-Jami’ li-Akhlaq ar-Rawt”: (320).
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A. Memorize when you have just woken up and on an empty stomach; this is when

your mind is the clearest.

There are selected times in the day which are considered to be optimal for memorization.

These times are mentioned by Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali b. Adam al-Itytibi &/ ages, in

poetry32:
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“And the best times for memorizing is: (1.) the early morning (before Fajr),

then (2.) midday after settling downs33, then (3.) early morning (after Fajr).

Night is more beneficial than the morning, and (being in a state of) hunger is most

effective.”

Imam ash-ShafiT </ <.~ said,
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“I have not eaten to my full for 16 years because doing so: causes the body to become
heavier and sluggish, hardens the heart, removes insight, brings about sleepiness, and

weakens its companion from performing acts of devotion.”34

B. Abandon noisy areas.

If you have the choice, avoid places where there are distractions and excessive bothersome
noises (like car horns, sirens, etc.). I say “excessive bothersome noise” because for some,
places where there is consistent background noise isn’t an issue e.g., Masjid Haram. Some

people prefer to study with background noise and find comfort in that. To each their own.

32 Notice that these selected times coincide with when a person wakes up from a long sleep or a nap.
33 Meaning, after the siesta (midday nap) that occurs after Dhuhr Salah.

34 “Adab ash-Shafi't wa Managibuhu ¢l sl Slsi”: (78).
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Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali b. Adam al-Itytibi &bt/ 4as, said,
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“The most preferable places (to memorize) are (secluded) rooms,
Then places that are furthest away from distractions.
Avoid memorizing near plants, rivers, or near vegetation,
Since these things will preoccupy the heart from being present and empty.”

When you’re memorizing, youll notice many new ideas and thoughts will pop into your
head. You will recall an issue of knowledge or suddenly develop a burning desire to read X
book. This is from Shaytan’s plots to distract and busy you with what is less beneficial. Be
disciplined, seek refuge in Allah, and focus completely on the task at hand. After you've

finished your allotted time for memorizing, then you can address those other thoughts.
Additional Helpful Tips:
* Remove all devices and books from your peripheral vision at the time of memorizing.

* Record yourself and have it playing in the background, or listen to someone’s recital, as

you are completing your daily tasks.
6. Schedule your time and write down your goals.

Create a block schedule of what you will be studying and when. Post it somewhere in your

room where you’ll see it daily.

Additionally, plan out: what you are memorizing, how much of it daily, and when you plan
to finish. When you write this down, it’s an encouragement to hold yourself accountable. As

you progress, you will become even more motivated to finish 4t/ ;,3L.
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7. Time yourself.

As you are memorizing, put a timer on. I find that the pressure helps to focus better and
complete the task in its allotted time. Having a deadline of when you will recite that

portion to someone also helps.
8. Write it down.

In a weak narration collected by Tirmidhi (2666), it is narrated that Abu Hurayrah & s,
¢ said, “There was a man from the Ansar who would sit with the Messenger of Allah #i,
and he would listen to the Hadith of the Prophet g#. He was amazed by (these statements)

but he could not remember them, so he complained about that to the Messenger of Allah

He said, 'O Messenger of Allah! I listen to your Hadith and I am amazed but I can not

remember them.” The Messenger of Allah £ (is reported to have) said,
‘Help yourself with your right hand’ and he motioned with his hand as if writing.”

al-Mubarakfari 4/ <., explained, “Help yourself with your right hand’ meaning: write

down what you fear will be forgotten and it will help in your memorization.”35

Abdur-Rahman b. Harmalah 4l ««=, said, “I used to have bad memory - a narrator added:
‘or I never used to memorize’ - so Sa’id b. al-Musayyib 4l <+, permitted me to write down

(hadith).”36

After you've memorized, try to write the Hadith from memory multiple times. Be sure to
have a notebook specifically for this purpose. Test yourself and see if you're able to write
the Hadith down 5 times in a row without any mistakes. Once you can do that fairly easily,

increase in number.

35 “Tuhfatul Ahwadhi $isa¥! &a3": (7/470).

36 “Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah”: (13/461).
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9. Preserve your time.

These precious moments in your life will never return, so use your time wisely and be
selective in how often you socialize with others. Knowledge is a vast ocean and you need to

dedicate all of your time in learning, memorizing, and reviewing.

Remember Allah’s statement,
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“Allah does not place two hearts in any person’s chest.” (33:4)

And as the famous saying goes: “Knowledge is something that will not give you even a

fraction of itself until you give it your all.”

Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali b. Adam al-Itytbi «i/ <s~, said,
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“And it is imperative for the student to cut off all unnecessary contacts
As you'll see the one who is busied with many affairs separated from knowledge.”

Al-Humaydi 4/ <en, is reported to have said:
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“Lessen meeting others except if it is concerning acquiring knowledge or rectifying a

situation.”

Other than fulfilling your responsibilities, all of your time should be spent with knowledge.
Take advantage of every second. For example, try to memorize one Hadith or piece of a
Hadith while you are walking or driving to the masjid, then review it as you're heading
back home. Try to memorize between the Adhan and Igamah. Try to memorize as you're
heading to work or to school, or during your lunch break or between classes. When you
utilize the little free time you do possess, you will notice that Allah will grant you more

time. Whenever you meet someone, use it as an opportunity to review a Hadith or two.
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10. Abundant supplication.

Know that you will never achieve your goals except with Allah’s help and permission. Allah

Almighty said,
T T R R .’cﬁ A Tw
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“But you cannot will "to do so”, except by the Will of Allah, the Lord of all worlds.”
(81:29)

Recognize this and constantly beg Him for success. He said,
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“Your Lord has proclaimed, ‘Call upon Me, I will respond to you. Surely those who are

too proud to worship Me will enter Hell, fully humiliated.”” (40:60)
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“When My servants ask you "O Prophet™ about Me: I am truly near. I respond to one’s

prayer when they call upon Me. So let them respond "with obedience™ to Me and

believe in Me, perhaps they will be guided "to the Right Way".” (2:186)

The Prophet g said:
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“The servant will continue to have his supplications answered as long as he does not

ask for sin or cutting family ties and he is not impatient.”
2 .00 P ‘/"JJ ¢ e -
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They said, “O Messenger of Allah, what is its impatience?”
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The Prophet g said,
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“He says: I have supplicated again and again, but I have not seen an answer. He

becomes frustrated with that and gives up supplicating.” (Muslim)

Abu ad-Darda «e 4l o5, said,
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“Be assiduous (or diligent) in supplication, as he who frequently knocks on the door will

soon have it opened.”37
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37 “Musannaf ibn Abi Shaybah”: (29175).
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Recommended Supplications For Beneficial Knowledge
Allah Almighty commanded,
Lale (5335 & 59
“...and pray, ‘My Lord! Increase me in knowledge.”” (20:114)
The Messenger of Allah g% said,
&G Y ale (ye dily 1939355 Lasls Lale il | sLis
“Ask Allah for beneficial knowledge and seek refuge in Allah from knowledge without
benefit.” (Ibn Majahs38)

Abu Hurayrah «e 4l o5, said, “The Messenger of Allah & would supplicate,
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‘O Allah, I seek refuge in you against four things: from knowledge that does not
benefit, from a heart without reverence, from an ego that is never satisfied, and from

a supplication that is unanswered.”” (Abu Dawud)3°

Abu Hurayrah «e &/ s, said, “The Messenger of Allah s said,
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“0O Allah, benefit me with what you have taught me, teach me what will benefit me,
and increase my knowledge. All praise is due to Allah in every circumstance and I

seek refuge in Allah from the condition of the people of the Hellfire.” (al-Hakim40)

38 Graded “Hasan” by al-Albani 4t/ <as, in “Sahih ibn Majah”: (3114).
39 Graded “Sahih” by al-Albani </ <s~, in “Sahih Abi Dawud”: (1548).

40 al-Hakim said, ““Sahih’ based on (Imam) Muslim’s conditions (for accepting hadith)” (1/510), adh-Dhahabi
agreed with this ruling in gaill ,auals and al-Albani agreed (refer to: dauaall & psla¥l il o [3151]). May

Allah have mercy on them all and certainly Allah knows best.
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Umm Salama e 4l s, said, “The Messenger of Allah £ used to say in supplication after
completing the morning prayer,
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‘O Allah, I implore You for beneficial knowledge, good Halal provision, and accepted

actions.” (Ibn Majah41)

Whenever an affair became difficult for the Prophet & it is reported that he would say,
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“O Allah, there is no ease except in that which You have made easy, and You make the

difficulty, if You wish, easy.”42 (Ibn Hibban)

41 Graded “Sahih” by al-Albani 4/ s~ in “Sahih ibn Majah”: (925).

42 Graded “Sahih” by ibn Hajr (V\\4/¢ 1, S3¥) &nulal g a3 o8 ,1K8Y ) g56s) and al-Albant (V- rdaaall dll )
may Allah have mercy on both of them.
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Closing

I end this manual with a short poem composed by our late Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali b.

Adam al-Itytibi 4t/ age=, entitled: “Directing the Student of Hadith on How to Have its Gates

Opened 4L @is 315k (o] &gaadl ale (U uL3,)” and translated by Aboo Shaybah 4/ <.

The Shaykh il «sn, said:
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[1] My dear one, you must know that \ when it comes to this discipline, it is imperative for

you to gain proficiency in it
-0 2
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[2] by regularly attending the gatherings of those who have preserved its knowledge, \

remaining respectful towards them without any disdain;

o
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[3] memorizing, understanding, always observing taqwaa, \ and maintaining humility

towards every Muslim,;
S JLAll (593 Lalass ... sagdl gl & agdils (515

[4] revising with comprehension along with others of sound guidance, \ and avoiding

individuals who are foolish and destructive.
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[5] If you find none to revise with, then you must continue \ poring over the statements of

the well-versed scholars.
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' [6] Indeed, anyone who has been blessed to peruse \ their words, with both memorization

and comprehension,
B ) ../o ¢ _ o /o/oz.},/,\ﬁ/.

[7] shall certainly have the gates opened for him \ by his Lord, who removes all barriers.
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[8] O Allaah, we implore You alone to enable us \ to achieve our aspirations in this

expansive field.43

And Allah knows best.

43 Source: https://sites.google.com/view/qaryah/home/TwoPoems?authuser=0.
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